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Across Europe, a number of armed forces still main-
tain regiments of cavalry that are used for ceremo-

nial duties. These include Britain’s Household Cavalry, the 
Guardia Real in Spain, the Guarda Nacional Republicana in 
Portugal and the Corazzieri in Italy. In all cases, these 
regiments take on full military duties in addition 
to their ceremonial ones. The tradition in France 
is maintained by the GARDE RÉPUBLICAINE. 
Boasting a history of more than 200 years follow-
ing its initial creation by Napoleon in 1802, the 
Garde has undergone a number of name changes 
during the years as France went back and forth 
from kingdom to empire to republic. It was only 
in 1870 that the name of Garde Républicaine was 
awarded to it and it has undergone only minor 
changes since. In its present incarnation, the Garde 
Républicaine consists of three regiments that 
include cavalry, infantry, motorcycle and auxiliary 
troops. It is part of the Gendarmerie which, although 
within the armed forces, is actually under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ministry of the Interior, and concentrates 
mainly on policing duties.
 The cavalry regiment of the Garde Républicaine 
consists of three infantry squadrons, based at three 
different locations in and around Paris, plus a general 
duty squadron made up of the fanfare (band), farriers 
and veterinarians. There is also a training center for 
both horses and soldiers on the outskirts of Paris. In 

photos by David Mendiboure, Garde Républicaine
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all, it consists of about 400 horses and 
just over 400 military personnel.
 All of this requires horses, a great 
many horses. The majority of the 
400+ horses used by the Garde are 
Selle Français, or French Saddlebreds. 

Depending on the par-
ticular squadron they 
are attached to, they 
are either chestnut, bay 
or dark bay. Only a few 
grey horses are used: 
they are for the stan-
dard bearers and the 
drum horses. They gen-
erally are at the front 
of the troops during 
parades. The tradition 
of using grey horses as 
drum horses dates back 
to 1937. It has always 
been necessary to use 
weight-bearing hors-
es to carry the heavy 
drums. Temperament 
is also very important 
as the horses are con-
fronted with a great deal 
of noise, crowds, long 
waits and unexpected 
situations. It must also 
be remembered that the 
fanfare’s horses are guid-
ed using foot reins since 
the musicians’ hands are 
usually busy with their 
instruments.

The Drum Horses
 Over the years, the Garde has 
used many different breeds as drum 
horses. At one time they used sev-
eral Percheron-crosses that were 
very good at the job, but France is 
a country where cross-breeding of 

Percherons is severely frowned upon, 
hence very little-to-no supply. More 
recently, they used crosses between 
Boulonnais draft horses and Arabians. 
These horses definitely looked the 
part, but proved to be far too hot-
blooded for the task at hand–even an 
hour-long warm-up before parades 
never seemed sufficient to calm them 
down and ensure that they behaved. 
As a result, the decision was made 
a few years ago, by then command-
ing officer Colonel Puligny, to look 
elsewhere. Having had good experi-
ence with crossbreds, they were inter-
ested in Percherons, but also worried 
that the horses might be too massive, 
without the elegance required of all 
horses at the Garde Républicaine. 
Upon contacting the Société Hippique 
Percheronne de France (French 
Percheron Horse Society) in the spring 
of 2013, however, they discovered that 
the Percheron in France comes in two 
types, one of which, the “diligenci-
er” or coach horse, is lighter, having 
had the benefit of an influx of North 
American bloodlines over the past 
couple of decades. Heartened by this 
news, they decided to launch a search 
for the right horses. They were ide-
ally looking for geldings aged three 
to five that had been well-handled 
already, but had not necessarily had 
any schooling. There surfaced another 
problem: French Percheron breeders 
have never really exploited the con-
cept of geldings, either keeping their 
colt foals as breeding stallions or sim-

Pomp & Power continued

Though a bit long in the tooth by Garde standards, Tonic de 
Charlotte, has more than proven his mettel and now leads 
the fanfare, ridden by Chief-Warrant Officer Xavier Harrault.

photos by David Mendiboure, Garde Républicaine
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ply selling them off for meat.
 After a long selection process which included thorough 
veterinary checks and a month-long temperament testing 
period, the Garde settled on two horses in May of 2013. 
Tonic de Charlotte, foaled in 2005, is by imported Canadian 
stallion, Czar of Livingstone Valley, and is out of a French 
mare called Idole de Charlotte. He was a little older than 
was considered ideal, but so perfectly in line with the needs 
of the Garde that they went with him anyway. He turned 
out to be very talented and his training period ended up 
being much shorter than the standard two years. The second 
Percheron is Apollo 7, foaled in 2010. On his paternal side, 
his grandsire was also Czar of Livingstone Valley, and on his 
dam’s side, his great-grandsire was Silver Shadows Sheik, 
the first American stallion imported to France back in the 
early 1990s. Tonic had already had some training and was 
put through an accelerated schooling process. He started 
ceremonial duties first, impressing the public at the World 
Equestrian Games in Caen in August 2014. He was soon 
followed by Apollo. The two now ride proudly at the head 
of the fanfare for all the biggest events of the Garde, start-
ing with the enormous parade down the Champs Elysées in 
Paris each July 14, to celebrate France’s National Day. This 
parade is the culmination for all of these horses because 
they have to be perfect in every way. Any and all mistakes, 
even the tiniest, will immediately be noticed and receive 
comment. Sandra Barré who was the person at the time 
in charge of finding the right horses for the Garde at the 
French Percheron Horse Society, is justifiably proud of the 
success of her first two finds. “Thanks to the reach of the 
Garde Républicaine through both its ceremonial and security 
duties," she states, "the image of the breed, as well as, its pro-
motion have benefitted enormously.”

Training for Ceremonial Duty & Police Work
 The first stop for any horse entering the Garde 
Républicaine is the training center at St. Germain en Laye, 
on the outskirts of Paris. There, both young recruits and 
young horses (typically 3-year-olds) are put through four-
to-six months of intensive training. Where the recruits are 
concerned, those joining the cavalry regiments have to be 

excellent riders already to be accepted, but members 
of the fanfare are musicians first and foremost, and 
often do not even know how to ride when they join. 
The training therefore, goes from absolute basics to the 
finer points of military/police riding. After the initial 
period of training, the horses and recruits then join 
one of the Paris barracks to continue their training for 
another two years. The fanfare horses are all stationed 
at the Celestins Barracks, a stone’s throw from the Seine 
River and Notre Dame Cathedral. There follows a year 
of mainly riding work, with regular outings on the 
streets of Paris to get used to traffic, noise and crowds. 
The second year is much more targeted when the horses 

continued on next page

Eight in-house saddle-makers repair and restore the Garde's many saddles, 
most of which predate the first World War. The standard military style, in 
use since 1874, is the most common, though other types are used too.

Many different types of horseshoes are handmade on-site 
by the Garde's 20 farriers to the tune of some 15,000 each 
year.

Apollo 7, ridden by Warrant Officer François Laboch, is one of 
four purebred Percherons serving in the Garde. Selle Français 
(French Saddlebreds) far outnumber the drafts, but look who 
gets to carry the drums.
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learn their actual jobs and how to deal 
with the environment they must face. 
The drum horses begin to work with 
the drums, first with smaller, lighter 
ones that are used in a special band 
with just drums and oboes, and then 
graduating to the full-size drums that 
weigh over 50 pounds each. Actually 
putting on the drums is a fairly noisy 
undertaking, so the horses must first 
get used to that. Training is done in 
five to ten-minute increments, and 
repeated several times a day (many 

treats are involved, apparently) until 
the horses get accustomed to the 
weight. After that, work begins on 
actually beating on the drums and 
also desensitizing the horse to other 
noises, such as clapping and shouting. 
The horses also need to learn to work 
in close formation and to maintain 
their position within the ranks. The 
Percheron drum horses are right at 
the front of the fanfare–thus, this is 
less of an issue for them. On parade 
days, they are lunged for about ten 
minutes before they are ridden, to 

shed some of their excess energy (the 
Boulonnais-Arab crosses used to have 
to be lunged for an hour and were still 
hyperactive!).
 One of the biggest challenges, for 
both horse and musician, is to learn 
to be guided by foot reins. There are 
also ordinary reins for the rider to 
grab in case of an emergency, but, fun-
damentally, the maneuvering is all 
done with the feet. When on parade, 
the horses are ridden using Liverpool 
bits, to ensure maximum control in 
situations that could change very sud-
denly. During training, the horses are 
worked with full-cheek snaffles.
 According to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Antoine Lerch, second in command 
of the cavalry regiment: “We had 
little idea of what the training of 
Percherons would entail. In the end, 
we found them very easy to school 
and very easy to use. It is as though 
the Percheron knows that he has size 
and power on his side and is, there-
fore, not easily bothered by anything.”
 As the horses are learning to deal 
with the noise of the instruments, the 
musician recruits have to learn a vast 
collection of music by heart–typical-
ly 50 pieces–within the first year. At 
the end of that first year, they are put 
through a test where they are asked to 
play three random arrangements.

Quick Learners!
 For everything to come together 
for both horse and rider, it general-
ly takes two years of training. Not 
everything always goes according to 
plan, and this is where the Percherons 
showed the Garde how outstand-
ing a choice they had been. Tonic de 
Charlotte arrived at the Celestins bar-
racks in February 2014. His trainer/
rider is Chief Warrant Officer Xavier 
Harrault who describes his experi-
ence as follows: “Tonic’s acclimati-
zation was lightning fast. From the 
moment he knew he could trust me, 
he accepted everything from the noise 
and drums to his position in the for-
mation. He proved to be intelligent, 
sensitive and eager for human contact. 
In 25 years doing this job, I had never 
seen a horse learn so quickly. His only 
fault, if you can call it that, is that he is 
a little lazy when training, but when 
he is on duty, he gives everything.” 
Tonic was going to be put to the test 
much more quickly than anyone 
expected. One of the drum horses in 
service injured himself and Tonic was 
brought in, initially just to do rehears-
als, only six months after the start of 

Pomp & Power continued
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—Where Teams Shine—
Draft Horses, Draft crossbreds, Mules, Driving Teams,

Pony Hitches, Miniatures, Tack & Machinery.

Weekdays  8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
319-352-2804 or

319-352-3175
Fax 319-352-5642
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Ron Dean, Manager 

319-269-9311 
Rich Greenlee, Consultant  

319-240-1599

P.O. Box 355, Waverly, Iowa 50677 •  E-mail: waverlyhorsesale@waverlysales.com
WWW.WAVERLYSALES.COM

OCTOBER 4-7, 2016

2017 SPRING SALE: MARCH 28-31

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 
Tack and Horse-Drawn Equipment
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
Tack, Cowboy Collectibles & Horse-Drawn Vehicles
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
Cataloged Percherons, Belgians, Clydesdales, Shires, 
Spotted Drafts, Haflingers & Fjords, followed by  
uncataloged Haflingers, Fjords & Draft Horses
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
Cataloged Draft crossbreds, Mules,  
Light Horses & Ponies broke to ride or drive & 
Minatures, followed by uncataloged horses

Consignments for non-cataloged horses will be taken up until sale time.  
There is a non-refundable consignment fee of $30/head for ALL horses,  

consigned after August 15, 2016.

Selling many top-quality/top-breeding Percherons & Belgians, 
as well as teams of all shapes, sizes & colors.

To receive a sale catalog please send us your correct mailing address  
and $5. Catalog also available on our web site mid-September.

Check our web site for consignments! 

Don't miss our BIG Fall Sale
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his training. He behaved so well that 
Harrault decided to use him for the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the 
World Equestrian Games in August 
2014, and Tonic did everything he was 
asked to do calmly and well, amaz-
ing even his breeder, Pierre Sénéchal. 
Following that, he started on a regu-
lar schedule of outings and ceremo-
nial duties, never taking a wrong step. 
Harrault concludes, “Even though 
he has only been doing this for two 
years, I can trust him with young 
drum majors who learn the job with 
him. I think that says everything.”

A Depositary of Equine Crafts
 The Garde Républicaine is also 
a depositary of great tradition and 
know-how when it comes to every-
thing from farriery to saddlery. 
Everything is done in-house, often 
using equipment that has been hand-
ed down through the ages. All shoes 
(over 15,000 a year) are handmade by 
the 20 Garde farriers, and a number of 
different types are traditionally used. 
Needless to say, adaptations had to be 
made for Percheron feet. Lieutenant-

Colonel Herch laugh-
ingly refers to the 
size of a bar needed 
to forge a shoe for 
a Percheron as “the 
next size down from 
a railroad track.” In 
terms of saddlery, 
the saddles that are 
used are the standard 
military model that 
has been used since 
1874. Most of the 
saddles used today 
date  from before 
the First World War. 
Old saddles are lov-
ingly repaired and 
restored by the eight 
in -house  saddle -
makers, and continue 
to be used. There are, 
of course, different 
saddles used at dif-
ferent times. The saddles are usually 
restored every 20 years or so, using 
the Garde’s own saddle press. With 
saddles and bridles, special adjust-
ments also had to be made for the 

Percherons as nothing 
was quite big enough 
initially. As an aside, 
musicians hold their 
instruments to the right 
which is unusual, but is 
to avoid being hit in the 
teeth by them should the 
horse unexpectedly raise 
its head while the instru-
ment is being played. 
There is also a fully-
equipped veterinary 
clinic at the barracks, 
which handles every-
thing from vaccinations 
to major surgery.
 The jobs carried out 
by members of the caval-
ry regiment are extremely 
varied. What they are 
best known for is the cer-
emonial aspect, parading 
in full dress uniform on 
major state occasions, as 
well as escorting visit-
ing heads of state. That 
is far from all. Many of 
their policing duties are 
carried out in and around 
Paris,  but they also 
receive special requests 
from elsewhere. They 
are used, for example, at 
soccer matches, ensuring 
security at major inter-

national matches or in “fan zones” at 
major competitions, with anywhere 
from six to 24 horses used at a single 
match. During the grape harvest, they 
have been known to patrol vineyards 
in Champagne to make sure that no 
harm comes to the precious grapes. 
They also work regularly in hard-to-
reach areas and in operations such as 
search and rescue. In 2015, the Garde 
carried out around 12,000 ridden 
patrols in addition to hundreds of cer-
emonial duties. Under normal circum-
stances, around 30 horses are out on 
patrol on the streets of Paris each day, 
although current circumstances have 
played havoc with schedules. The band 
itself is out at music-related events 
once or twice a week, totaling about 
100 per year.
 The Garde’s ceremonial outings are 
not just limited to France and they 
often travel, mostly to other European 
countries. They have been to England 
several times, including a role in the 
Queen’s diamond jubilee celebra-
tions, and take part in military tat-
toos (performance of music or dis-
play of armed forces in general) across 
Europe. Their most extraordinary 
overseas appearance had to be the one 
on July 6, 1986, when they performed 
at a packed Giants Stadium in New 
York City as part of the centennial 
celebrations for the Statue of Liberty. 
The musicians and horses were flown 
over and housed at West Point, and 
the men still speak of that stay with a 
gleam in their eyes.

The Garde remains very open to 
continued on next page

VIPs visit the Celestins Barracks. L to R: the author and 
Percheron Horse Association of America representatives David 
Brown, Andrea Detweiler & Brenda Grant.

Now that's a lot of percussion. Drum horses have to be 
sturdy as well as sensible to be entrusted with over 100 lbs. 
of drums, not to mention the rider.
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DAVID HORNER • 503-474-8904 
dwhorner@outlook.com

F Hardware for  
a 6-horse hitch

F Roller bearings in all the wheels  
(including the fifth-wheel)

F Wagon located in Rawlins, Wyoming

$9,900

contact overseas and when a delega-
tion from the Marketing Committee 
of the Percheron Horse Association of 
America visited France in the fall of 
2015, they contacted the coordinator 
and issued an invitation for the party 
to visit the Celestins Barracks. Among 
their members was David H. Brown, 
current President of the Association, 
who was impressed by what he 

saw. “France is the birthplace of the 
Percheron horse," he states, "and the 
Percherons used by the Garde are 
treated with a great deal of care and 
respect. The Garde’s Percheron geld-
ings showed a calmness and dedica-
tion to their work as they carried their 
drumming mount and giant drums, 
and it was great to see how well our 
breed performed with the Garde. 
The French Garde is very interested 
in American Percherons and hopes 
to visit the 2018 World Percheron 
Congress, possibly with their greys 
and drums. I hope we can make this 
dream a reality.”

Hard Work Followed by a Well-
Earned Retirement
 For all the pomp, circumstance 
and public service, the life of a horse 
with the Garde Républicaine is one 
of hard work. A typical day for mem-
bers of the Garde used to be to get 
up at 7 a.m., feed their horse, clean 
the stalls and then groom the horses 
and work them during the morning, 
and then go out on patrol or whatever 
duty was required. Nowadays, the 
heightened state of alert and terrorist 
threat means that there is no longer 
a typical day and everyone has to be 

Pomp & Power continued very flexible in managing tasks and 
duties. The horses work six days out 
of seven and very seldom get actual 
vacations. They are housed in stalls; 
the Percherons benefit from roomy 
box stalls! It is usually when they are 
dispatched outside of Paris, often to 
rural or resort areas, that they can 
sometimes be turned out in fields and 
paddocks rather than stalls. This tends 
to happen after the big parade of July 
14 when everyone is expected to be 
present. As a rule, horses come into 
the Garde when they are three years 
old and work until they are between 
15 and 18, depending on their condi-
tion. Once they are slated for retire-
ment, which happens to around 40 
horses a year, a mechanism is put 
in place to ensure the horses’ well-
being in their twilight years. There 
are several options. The first is that 
their rider will take them home, fol-
lowed by the possibility of the origi-
nal breeder/seller taking them back. 
Failing that, they are offered for adop-
tion to the general public after a very 
thorough vetting process takes place, 
with a contract signed by the adopt-
ers. No money changes hands in any 
of these eventualities. If all of that 
fails, there is a special rescue orga-
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1059 Richwood LaRue Road • LaRue, Ohio 43332
419-889-9150 • laruehorsesale@hotmail.com

SALES HELD THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH.
SPECIAL DRIVING HORSE SALES MARCH & OCTOBER.

Located in the heart of a large draft horse community.
Always accepting quality consignments.  

Call to consign your horse, reserve a vendor space, 
get on the mailing list or for more information  
on exciting new ways to market your horses.

Vendor spaces available. Hot food & drinks available all day.

March 2016 Sale Results: 81 total horses consigned
Highest-selling draft horse: $5,500

Highest-selling driving horse: $4,600

JOIN US FOR THE  
5TH ANNUAL FALL DRIVING SALE

OCTOBER 1, 2016

President: Joel Newcomer  |  Vice President: Jim Bushnell
Secretary: Marje Perkins  |  Treasurer: Bonnie Snodgress  |  Newsletter: Ken Anderson
Youth Representative: Stephanie Bushnell 

JO-CAROL PERCHERONS
JOEL & CAROLYN NEWCOMER
12029 S Mesa View Rd, Larkspur, CO 80118
303-660-3596
Registered Percherons & Crosses

MIDNIGHT STAR BREEDERS SHIRES
BRIT & SHARON MCLIN
PO Box 957, Silt, CO 81652
970-876-5979
msbshire@sopris.net
Young Stock for Sale

TALLY HO SHIRES & SPORTHORSES
SHAD, KIM & ALEX MURCHISON
0185 CR 225, Rifle, CO 81650
970-625-1142
www.tallyhoshires.com
Horses for Sale
Standing 3 Registered 
Black Shire Stallions (ASHA & SHS)

CLYDESDALE CORNERS, LLC
CURTIS & KATHY BRIDGES
2364 E CR 62, Wellington, CO 80549
970-568-7501
clydecorners@yahoo.com
Hay & Clydesdale Breeding Farm

OWL RIDGE BELGIANS
LYLE & BARB KLEE
10550 CR 84, Ault, CO 80610
970-481-5895

MOUNTAIN VIEW BELGIANS
DENNIS & JEAN KUEHL
13191 N 75th St, Longmont, CO 80503
303-772-3630
Belgian Horses for Sale

FLINTSTONE GRAVEL & TRUCKING, INC.
TED & TERRY PRATT & CHRISTY HORN
PO Box 950, Granby, CO 80446
970-887-0310 or 970-531-9670 (cell)
terry@flintstonegravel.com
Belgian Horses

TWIN PEAKS PERCHERONS
THE SPEICHER FAMILY
27500 W CR 70, Gill, CO 80624
970-217-0850
dssnowmobile@gmail.com

JACK & KELLY TAYLOR
PERCHERON HORSES
2330 E CR 30, Ft. Collins, CO 80525
970-420-9302 (cell)
jtaylor@thegroupinc.com
www.jacktaylorrealestate.com
Real Estate service for you
in Northern Colorado

COLORADO DRAFT HORSE &
EQUIPMENT AUCTION, INC.
HARLEY & PAT TROYER
10910 W CR 28, Fort Lupton, CO 80621
970-785-6282
www.troyerauctions.com

NORTHERN CHAPTER

WESTERN SLOPE 
CHAPTER

SOUTHERN CHAPTER

MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
Y BAR HITCH SUFFOLK PUNCH HORSES
KEN SPANN & VAL BARNICA
57822 Kiowa Rd, Montrose, CO 81403
970-640-3346
ybarhitch@live.com

nization/retirement home for Garde 
Républicaine horses. The Association 
Lynne Guéroult was founded in 1988 
and is housed in the lush Normandy 
countryside.
 Two 3-year-o ld  Percherons , 
Duc D’Albe and Diego du Bocage, 
have recently also joined the Garde 
so that Tonic and Apollo will have 
backup soon. It is true that there 
are only four Percherons among the 
more than 400 horses of the Garde 
Répubicaine but they are quickly 
becoming the most noticed and best-
known. Within the Garde itself, there 
was a certain dubiousness when the 
first two horses arrived at the train-
ing center, but soon enough, every-
one wanted to ride them, including 
the colonel! Their proud presence at 
the front of all ceremonial parades is 
an extraordinarily powerful promo-
tional tool for the breed. As anyone 
who has ever worked with Percherons 
well knows, they are not just pretty 
faces. On being asked to describe the 
Garde’s experience to date with its 
Percherons, Lieutenant-Colonel Lerch 
summed it up in three short words: 
“Que du Bonheur”–meaning “only 
happiness.” Their choice has paid off 
handsomely.
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